68           TOWARDS DISCIPLESHIP

just a little ahead of him. There may be a precipij^
ahead or a path at right angles, but they are not in
his view.

We ought to try and look at ourselves from the point
of view of the Master Who is on the top of the moun-
tain, looking down, i.e., from the attitude of the Master
Who knows, Who is absolutely certain how far His
disciple can go, how far his mind is pure and how far
he can respond. To Him each one of us is on trial,
though we may have taken a number of Initiations.
We are not perfect after all. He is constantly watch-
ing over us as a mother over her baby, and like her,
almost crying when we fall over a stone, and encourag-
ing as a mother does when the child takes a big step,
being more than happy when we are able to respond
to Him. He is like somebody who is all the time look-
ing down on us, (using the phrase "looking down57 in
the sense of one who looks from the height of Wisdom
and Compassion) with the protecting arm outstretched^
But the arm only protects so long as we are responsive
so long as we are trying to understand Him and are
making the right effort. When we make a mistake,
lose our tempers, for instance, it is either that we are
losing control over ourselves or losing interest, and so
are not able to recognize where our strength lies. The
Master is so watchful that it pains Him when we do
something wrong, and it makes Him supremely happy .
when we do the right thing. Just imagine the pleasure